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Thinking Day 2002

Leader: Welcome to Girl Scout troop 1058 Thinking Day Ceremony and mid year Court of Awards. Please join me in welcoming Girl Scout Troop 1058.

Girls enter singing "We're A Girl Scout Troop"
We're a Girl Scout troop

We're the greatest troop

That San Lorenzo has ever seen.

We're proud to be

Troop 1058

And we're glad to see you here.

Come and join the fun

Sit right on down

And we hope you enjoy the show

For we're all Brownies

And Juniors too…

Ready and eager to please.

All at front, sing "Hello"
Hello, hello, hello, hello

We are glad to meet you,

We are glad to greet you,

Hello, hello, hello, hello

Greetings from our troop to you,

We hope you'll feel at ease.

The plesure's ours so please enjoy

Our hospitality!

Hello, hello, hello, hello

We are glad to meet you,

We are glad to greet you,

Hello, hello, hello, hello

Leader:  Our Juniors will now present our opening:

Flag: (4 girls)

Girl 1: Take a huge melting pot

Girl 2: Put in it a large quantity of Englishmen:  The English will add to the melting pot our language, our system of courts and laws, the Presbyterian church, and their dreams of a country where each person can worship as the choose.

Girl 1: Add gradually tree cups of Irishmen:  The Iris will add to the melting pot St Patrick's Day, shamrocks and leprechauns, Irish stew, the Irish potato, the Irish setter, their imagination, and a sense of humor.

Girl 2: Pour in a large measure of Germans.  The Germans will add to the melting pot the hot dog, the hamburger, the pretzel, kindergarten, the state university, and their determination to make their new country a great country.

Girl 1: Add a heaping cupful of Frenchman.  The French will add to the melting pot wigs, the waltz, Mardi Gras, a taste of elegance and their dreams of freedom.

Girl 2:  Stir in a pint of Africans.  The Africans will add to the melting pot spiritual music, jazz, rap, rhythm, the cotton gin, and raise the world's consciousness to disallow prejudice.

Girl 1: Sprinkle in 3 tablespoons of Mexicans.  The Mexicans will add to the melting pot tacos, burritos,  mariachis, fiestas,  salsa and a strong sense of family.

Girl 2:  Fold in a measure of Asians.  The Asians add to the melting pot Buddhism, the abacus, fireworks, chow mein, sushi, acupuncture and the ability to focus and work hard.

Girl 1:  Finally add a pinch of refugees from many lands.  The tired, the poor, and the oppressed who yearn for freedom.

Girl 2: Mix all these ingredients well and allow them to stand in a warm place to grow richer in flavor with time.  If the mixture begins to foam and bubble, fold in very gently, some patience, understanding, brotherhood and love.

Girl 1:  Your mixture is now ready for tasting.  If you have done everything right, you should have America A La Mode.

(Lauren and Jessica Z pull flag out from pot, and hold up for all to see)

Girl 2: Please rise and join me in the pledge of Allegiance.

After pledge:

Girl 1: Color Guard, retire the flag.

Girls 3 & 4 fold flag and hand to Girl 1.

Girl 1:  Color Guard dismissed

Girl 1. moves to back of table with flag, girls 3 & 4 follow carrying pot.  Girl 2 follows last.

Leader: Please be seated

Before we enter into our formal Thinking Day Ceremony we are pleased to be investing to girls into our troop.  These girls have attended the four prescribed meetings and learned what it is to be a Girl Scout, so now they will receive their pins and become full troop members.

Will (name) and (name) please step forward.

Pin each and give handshake.

Our newest troop members will now lead the troop in saying the Girl Scout promise.

All say promise:

All sing: When 'er You Make A Promise

When'er you make a promise,

Consider well its importance,

And when made,

Engrave it upon your heart.

(Girls rejoin rest of troop)

Patrol leader 1: Thinking Day is the birthday of Lord and Lady Baden Powell who founded Boy Scouts and Girl  Guides in Britain.  Thinking Day starts in New Zealand where the dawn of the day first touches land.  Guides in New Zealand where the dawn of the day first touches land.  Guides in New Zealand rise before daylight and go to the top of a mountain.  When they see the first light, they start a chain of thoughts that each Girl Scout  and Guide projects upon the first light in their country.  These thoughts are of love and friendship and will circle the globe as the sun does on thinking Day.

In our international family we are bound together by the unseen chain of our three fold Promise and the Guide Law in the words of other countries.

(Color Guard girl 1 lights a candle as each country is mentioned)

This is our first law from Sweden.

Color guard girl 3: A Girl Guide speaks the truth and keeps her word.

Our First Law: I will do my best to be honest.

Patrol leader 1:  The second law from Brazil.

Troop member 1: A Guide is loyal and sincere.

Our Second Law: I will do my best to be fair.

Patrol Leader 1: The Third Law from Argentina

Color guard girl 2: A Guide serves and helps her neighbor without expecting reward or praise.

Our Third Law: I will do my best to help where I am needed.

Patrol Leader 1: The Fourth Law is from Norway.

Troop member 2: A Guide is friendly to all and a good comrade.

Our Fourth Law:  I will do my best to be cheerful.

Patrol Leader 1: The Fifth Law is from Germany.

Color guard girl 3:  A Guide is grateful and courteous.

Our Fifth Law:  I will do my best to be friendly and considerate.

Patrol Leader 1: The Sixth Law is from Austria.

Patrol leader 2: A Girl Guide sees God's work in nature and therefore protects plants and animals.

Our Sixth Law: I will do my best to be a sister to every Girl Scout.

Patrol Leader 1: The Seventh Law is from Haiti

Color Guard girl 1:  A Guide obeys without question and does nothing in halves.

Our Seventh Law: I will do my best to respect authority.

Patrol Leader 1:  The Eighth Law is from Belgium.

Troop Member 3: The Guide is always good-tempered.

Our Eighth Law:  I will do my best to use resources wisely.

Patrol Leader 1: The Ninth Law is from Italy.

Color guard girl 2: A Guide is hardworking and thrifty, and takes care of other people's property.

Our Ninth Law: I will do my best to protect and improve the world around me.

Patrol Leader 1:  The Tenth Law is from Great Britain.

Patrol leader 2:  A Guide is self-controlled in all she thinks, says and does.

Our Tenth Law: I will do my best to show respect for myself and others through my words and actions.

Patrol Leader 1:  These are our laws.  We try hard to keep them so that the spirit of Guiding may bring light into the world, even as our candles bring light into the room.  While each part of the law is followed, the flame of the Girl Scout spirit will never die.

All: On My Honor I will Try

On my honor I will try, 

there's a duty to be done and I say AYE!

There's a reason here, 

and a reason above,

my honor is to try,

and my duty is to love.

People don't need to know my name,

If I've done any harm,

Then I'm to blame.

If I've helped anyone, then I've helped me,

And I've opened up my eyes to see.

On my honor I will try, 

there's a duty to be done and I say AYE!

There's a reason here, 

and a reason above,

my honor is to try,

and my duty is to love.

I've tucked away a song or two,

When your feeling low,

There's one for you.

If you need a friend,

Then I will come,

And there's plenty more where I come from.

On my honor I will try, 

there's a duty to be done and I say AYE!

There's a reason here, 

and a reason above,

my honor is to try,

and my duty is to love.

I've made a promise that I will keep,

And I pray daily

For humanity's peace.

We'll only be together a little while,

But when I leave I'll live this song.

On my honor I will try, 

there's a duty to be done and I say AYE!

There's a reason here, 

and a reason above,

my honor is to try,

and my duty is to love.
Color guard girl 2: (points out the symbols on the World Association flag as she speaks)

The World Association Symbol which this flag bears, best signifies the thoughts of today.  The World Association symbol shows a trefoil, because Girl Scouts and Guides everywhere make a threefold promise (Color Guard girl 1 lights the three center candles).   The two stars stand for the Promise and Law.  The vein is the compass needle that points the way to go.  The flame stands for the friendship and love that lights our hearts while the circle represents our light that encircles the globe.  The blue and the gold colors stand for the sky and the sun that shines on children around the world.

Anyone in Girl Scouts or Guides automatically has the right to wear the World Association pin with this symobl on it.

Each member of our troop is now going to light a candle representing one of the 120 World Association countries.  As she lights her candle she will send loving thoughts to children around the world, and if she does not already have one, she will receive her World Association pin.

Leader-
Troop Member 1 Ghana
Patrol Leader 1 Greenland
Color guard girl 3 Australia
Troop Member 2 Libya
Troop Member 3 Austria
Patrol leader 2 Ireland
Troop Member 4 India
Troop Member 5 Israel
Troop Member 6 Greece
Troop Member 7 Germany
Troop Member 8 France
Patrol Leader 3 Finland
Troop Member 9 Estonia
Troop Member 10 Denmark
Color Guard girl 1 Czech Republic
Color Guard girl 2 Canada
Troop Member 11 Belgium
Troop Member 12 Botswana
Color Guard Girl 4 Japan
All sing: In A Circle, Light A Candle

May our circle be unbroken

And our purpose ever strong

As we build our dreams together

We will work to carry on

There is joy in just the doing

There is love in every day

As we learn to live the Girl Scout and Girl Guide Way

In a circle, light a candle

In a circle light a candle with me

In a circle light a candle,

In a circle, light a candle with me

May the flame of this one candle

Be a light that will shine thru

On the path that I have chosen

With my sisters brave and true.

We will lift our torch together

With the pledge that we hold high,

The guiding light of Girl Scouts and Girl Guides

In a circle, light a candle

In a circle light a candle with me

In a circle light a candle,

In a circle, light a candle with me

May the circle be unbroken

And our light, eternal flame.

That around the world will travel

To our sisters in all lands

In our circle is a circle, may our candles ever glow,

To light the world in harmony and love.

In a circle, light a candle

In a circle light a candle with me

In a circle light a candle,

In a circle, light a candle with me

Patrol leader 2 reads:

Spirit of Friendship

My name is Friendship.  Every night and day I knock upon the doors of the world.

I cry to be let in.  Too many times I'm turned away, because the people fear.  But when youth lifts up the latch, I walk straight in.  You bid me welcome.  Sisterhood of Guides and Girl Scouts of the world.  So, on this day, When thoughts of friendship travel fast and far I come among you to renew our pledge of fellowship, and hear once more your Law.

All sing: (3 X ROUND)
Love, love, love, love,

Girl Scouts and Guides this is your song,

Love your neighbor as yourself

For God loves us all.

Leader:

This concludes the Thinking Day portion of our program.

Applause

The girls have earned many recognitions, we have pre pinned them on to help us speed up the program due to the amazing amount of awards they received.  Please sew them on the front or back of the vest where we have pinned them.  We have printed sheets of all the recognitions earned for your convenience at the back of the room.

If your daughter did not receive the Juliette Low World Friendship fund patch, they still have an opportunity to earn it by donating 90 pennies at the Girl Scout Birthday party event we will be having on March 12th.  Juliette Low who founded Girl Scouting in the US wanted Girl Scouts to actually get to meet and know Girl Guides and Scouts in other countries.  Girl Scouts in the USA give money to the Juliette Low World Friendship Fund to help make that wish come true.  Part of the Fund is used to help send Girl Scouts on trips to meet Guides and Scouts of other countries.  Part of the money is sent to the Thinking Day Fund.  In every country Girl Scouts and Guides give to the Thinking Day Fund.  The Thinking Day Fund is used to start Girl Scout troops in countries where people need help.  So when girls give their money to the Juliette Low World Friendship Fund, they help to bring together people from different lands so they can become friends.

Also, you may notice that some of your daughters have not yet received their Comparative Religion Try-It or Junior badge.  Brownies must complete 4 activities and Juniors six.  We still have Girl Scout Sabbath, Girl Scout Sunday and a trip to a temple in China town coming up, so if your daughter's attend these events they will earn this recognition at our next award ceremony.  Also, on the back table you will find permission slips for Girl Scout Sabbath and Sunday, PLUS a sign up sheet for attendance of the event.  Please  pick up the form and sign your daughters up so that we can finalize details for these events.  The Sabbath, since it will be ending so late we will try and arrange to drive your daughter home directly for you.  Of course you are welcome to attend also if you would like.  For Girl Scout Sunday here at Saint Andrews, there will be opportunities for those who sign up to participate in special ways, from carrying flags in the processional and recessional, to ushering, passing the offertory and hostessing the reception after service.  To do these things though I need to know who is coming in advance.  Also a reminder that for Girl Scout Sunday here, all Girl Scouts, past and present are encouraged to attend, wear their uniform and/or insignias.  So if any of you were Girl Scouts, dust off those old pins and sashes and come wear them proudly.  Finally on the theme of Girl Scout Sunday, as some of you may already know, there are special Scout recognitions that girls may earn separately from their troop that deepens the awareness of their faith…the recognitions are designed by all faiths and denominations.  Patrol Leader 1 has earned hers for the Episcopal denomination and it will be announced on Girl Scout Sunday at Saint Andrews.  (name) and (name) are also working on their Episcopal recognition, but I do not know if they will have finished by that Sunday.   (name) will be pursuing her recognition in Judaism and we hope it will be presented at next year's Girl Scout Sabbath.  Any parent who wishes their daughter to earn such a recognition please contact me. Also on that back table you will find sheets about the Islamic faith that the center kindly gave us and also the girls names written in Arabic which they thoroughly enjoyed seeing.

Next before we conclude todays festivities, I want to mention that Girl Scout Day Camp information is also on the back table.  As usual they need adult volunteers.  Note that the sign up sheet for day camp will be in the resident camp information mailed to you on a separate flyer, so be sure to look for it.  Sign your daughter up early.  This is the only Day Camp that this council will offer so it will be a lottery for placement unless you volunteer.

Finally we have a special award for two of our Girl Scouts.  You might have noticed it's cookie time?  Well we have two clear amazing cookie sellers in our troop.  These girls have huge preorder counts which will only get larger with commercial sales.  Patrol Leader 1 sold over 300 boxes for presale and (name) over 200.  Both girls get a special recognition pin that they may wear proudly.  This is the second year that Patrol Leader 1 has been top cookie seller in this troop.

(give pins, applause)

Last but not least we have some wonderful parents, who with the leaders of this troop make this such a great troop filled with activity and events.  Would (names) please come up.

We have little gifts for each of you and the girls have prepared a special song for you.

The Thank You Song

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!

Thank you quite a lot!

Your help was really nifty,

It really hit the spot!

Thank you for your talent,

Thank you for your time!

And now we bid you good luck

And end our thank you rhyme!

Applause

All:

Hhmmm I want to linger…

Hmm a little longer…

Hmm a little longer here with you…

Keep singing as file out…when all have filed out, sing really slow, then quietly go to refreshment area to serve.

This concludes our Court of Awards and Thinking Day Ceremony.  Please join us for refreshments, remember to sign up and pick up information on the back table and to get your Girl Scout cookies.

Thank you!

